
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
OVER HALF OF ONTARIANS WOULD NOT REPORT SIGNS OF CHILD ABUSE 
 
OTTAWA- October 3,2005- Recently the Ontario Association of Children’s Aid 
Societies released the results of a survey, which found that 54% of Ontarians would not 
report suspected signs of child abuse, while 85% of Ontario respondents said they would 
report child abuse or neglect only if they were certain it had occurred. 
 
The children and youth of our community need a voice. During the month of October 
public education and awareness is at the forefront of the Children’s Aid Society’s agenda. 
October is Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month in Ontario. Each year, the 
Children’s Aid Society of Ottawa runs a month long Purple Ribbon Campaign, 
distributing over 30,000 ribbons to the public and participating in various outreach 
activities. Mayor Bob Chiarelli of Ottawa has declared Friday, October 14th Purple 
Ribbon Day. Staff, foster parents and volunteers from the Society will be handing out 
purple ribbons at OC Transpo stations throughout the city that day. Joining them will be 
local MP’s, MPP’s and city councillors. 
 
“Members of the public need to understand that they are the only ones who can bring 
cases of child abuse and neglect to our attention,” says Barbara MacKinnon, Executive 
Director.  “You don’t need to be sure, and sometimes little bits of information can help 
paint the bigger picture. Let us determine whether or not a child or youth is in need of 
protection.” 
 
The survey identified the barriers to reporting child abuse, which include a lack of 
knowledge about where to report abuse, fear of retribution, and fear that the situation will 
get worse before it gets better. The Children’s Aid Society of Ottawa hopes that the 
Purple Ribbon Campaign will help address these barriers.  
 
Residents can show their support for the prevention of child abuse and neglect by 
reporting suspected cases of child abuse and neglect, fostering or adopting a child or 
youth, making a donation to the Champions For Children Foundation, volunteering, 
requesting a speaker from the Speakers Bureau, and of course, by wearing a purple 
ribbon.  
 
For more information, please visit the Children’s Aid Society of Ottawa website at 
www.casott.on.ca. 
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